
Creative Writing Masterclass: The Hobbit and The
Martian

For gifted 12+ writers ready to take their storytelling to the next level

Are you looking for a course that combines beloved literary works with advanced
writing techniques? Our 12-week masterclass is designed to challenge and
inspire young writers, honing their craft as they explore the narrative magic of
Tolkien’s The Hobbit and Weir’s The Martian. A course guaranteed to challenge
and test composition.

Part 1 - The Hobbit - Lessons starting from week beginning January 6th 2025 - 10th
February 2025

BREAK

Part 2 - The Martian - Lessons starting from week beginning February 24th 2025 - 31st
March 2025
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Part 1 - The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien

Lesson 1: Rewriting Fairy Tales with Voice and Tone
Discover the power of a narrative voice by rewriting the opening of a classic
fairytale in Tolkien’s whimsical style.

Lesson 2: Crafting Drama with Style
Analyze how Tolkien builds tension and drama, then recreate a pivotal scene from
another story using his techniques.

Lesson 3: Perspective as a Tool for Empathy
Reimagine the trolls’ scene through their eyes, practicing perspective shifts and
character-driven narratives.

Lesson 4: The Art of Subtext in Dialogue
Learn how to craft layered, tension-filled conversations by studying Bilbo and
Gollum’s iconic riddle challenge.

Lesson 5: Shifting Perspective for Depth
Rewrite Bilbo’s escape from the goblin tunnels from Gollum’s perspective,
exploring voice, emotion, and complexity.

Lesson 6: Creating a Climactic Scene Inspired by Tolkien
Design a high-stakes, original scene set within the scope of The Hobbit: An
Unexpected Journey, integrating all the skills you’ve learned.
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Part 2- The Martian by Andy Weir

Lesson 1: Crafting Voice in Isolation
Write a journal entry that captures the unique voice and personality of a
lone astronaut.

Lesson 2: Building Suspense Through Challenges
Learn how to create high-stakes conflicts and write scenes where your
character’s survival depends on ingenuity.

Lesson 3: Emotional Resonance in Relationships
Explore how distance and adversity shape communication by crafting
emotional exchanges between an astronaut andmission control.

Lesson 4:Making Science Accessible and Engaging
Integrate complex ideas seamlessly into your story, balancing technical
details with reader engagement.

Lesson 5: Action-Packed Climax
Write a thrilling rescue scene, blending dynamic pacing, vivid descriptions,
and emotional stakes.

Lesson 6: Reflections on Survival and Humanity
Conclude your astronaut’s journey with a scene that explores resilience,
hope, and the power of human determination.

Extra details

Pricing: $750 SGD for the 12 week course including access to teaching
resources and ongoing feedback throughout the course.

Maximum groups of 6 per class.

All classes taught online through Zoom.

File sharing through Google Classroom and/or email.
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The books

While it is not essential that students have read the books, it will help with
their understanding and allow them to add depth to their weekly pieces. I
will also show short clips from the movies to support.

Link to buy Martian (Amazon)

Link to buy The Hobbit

Session times (Singapore and Beijing time)

Tuesdays 6.30pm Thursdays 5:30 Saturdays 10am
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https://www.amazon.com/The-Martian/dp/B082BHWQCJ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2H3QIZOACJ2R7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.C84lOYeRBulB6xqVm0uC0w9Q5haD_znDAJaxHGTbuXT8Qtlr6XZzxC-SgOTv8SrHyhArDxCJSXz_-MCzH55oEUCPkuZx3IRSHJfeMDFXMDc-wM_yCi9o_t5E3Oeqpkha5KH9s-ibgC5UcU3qwoRl6hH8cDkEbIYi6ueFOdDe7qntvpahfIBDGppKEWLBMKZNhnoeRIh9dKs8gZp5ON9XoYgcaqJ0T4Sq4rMNprlxq4I.IxxRSnz3yGNUJKi-wtKtU6JzVfmFr07pEdoLmhzESw4&dib_tag=se&keywords=THE+MARTIAN+BOOK&qid=1734552762&sprefix=the+martian+book%2Caps%2C219&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/The-Hobbit/dp/B08C8XFQMN/ref=sr_1_1?crid=244MS4FO9U6JE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dWudtzHpkVlguu8PQaWQTV31p9Oj3Vg4ed5bT8-oKQ6R-MhQeQuWEKuEs9sVo64WtWG3VpFAHTD-uqe4WbG9uE_tRyJxl2jKU_DF_0JR-9ztArYIvmrX06w7S10HpMPSx3fSc329w9OPpscjHR1yClm1SsSA61LCB0WJfsIE8_sekcQa0v9ph1RUIwlbDvuD3akLfS9qLtIsXl0EkSjTTPqPB0vYXhTI_6SC0_zpgFM.EnfKVbRt7oDSqRg7SFWPu8fNBKnAftWgQ_U-e6VTe0E&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+hobbit&qid=1734552895&s=audible&sprefix=the+hobbi%2Caudible%2C234&sr=1-1
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